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Keep the Rain from the Drain



Disconnect with a Rain Garden



Rain Gardens
A rain garden is a landscaped, shallow

depression that is designed to capture, treat,

and infiltrate stormwater at the source before it

becomes runoff.



Parts of a Rain Garden



• Landscaped areas that treat 

stormwater runoff.

• Designed to merge two 

important goals: aesthetics 

and water quality

• Can be blended into the 

landscape and made to look 

natural.

• Water is directed into them 

by pipes, swales, or curb 

openings.

Rain Gardens



Site Selection
1. Next to a building with a basement, rain 

garden should be located min. 10’ from 

building; no basement: 2’ from building

2. Do not place rain garden within 25’ of a 

septic system

3. Do not situate rain garden in soggy places 

where water already ponds

4. Avoid seasonably-high water tables within 

2’ of rain garden depth

5. Consider flat areas first – easier digging

6. Avoid placing rain garden within dripline of 

trees

7. Provide adequate space for rain garden



Native Vegetation

























Here is the website for the rain garden manual: 

http://www.water.rutgers.edu/Rain_Gardens/RGWebsite/RainGardenManualofNJ.html
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